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Rights of Englifb Men, toall the Liberties, confirmed by Magna
Charta, and other fublequent Statutes, before they were made :
And as the Confirmation of the Subje&’s antient or Common-
Law Rights, by feveral Actsof Parliament, is very beneficial to
the Subjeé ; fo the Grant, or Confirmation of the fame Liber-
ties, by the King, to the P#ople of Maryland, is alfo-very advan-
tageous. It is no new Thing, even in'particular Cafes, to have
a Grant from the King, toa private Perlon, of a Thing in whicl

he really had a Right, and the King had none, *

. 1'T hath been obje&ed, that truly, We have a2 Power of Le-
giflation ; that if any of the Englifh Laws, are fuitable to the Cir:
cumftances of the Province, we may ena¢t them a-new : And
from thence, ’tis inferred, that thereis no Reafon, to contend
{fo much for the Englih Laws ; and, indeed, that we have no
Right to them, fince we are {o amply provided for otherwile.

To this I anfwer, . o
(o

T H AT the Power of Legiflation, granted to the Lord Pro-
prietary, and the People of Maryland, was defign’d as a Benefi,
and not as a Prejudice : For it could bardly be fuppos'd, that a
New Coleny, vaftly diftant from their Mother-Country, expofed
to the Infults of a cruel and favage Enemy ; and inhabiting a
Wildernefs, muft not be ata Lofs, in fom= particular Cales, to
apply the Rules of the Common-Law, or general Statutes ;
(were they ever {oconverfant with them, ) which happens to be
the Cafe, .in Great-Britain, it felf, and occafions the making of
-new -Statutes, almoft every Seflion of Patliament ; and not to

* The Poffeflions of the Prior of Skiells, were feized into the King's Hands, be-
caufe ( as it was alledg’d ) he was an Alien ; Whereupon he fued 2 Writ of Right to
_the King'; fetting forsh, thar‘ae anothei Time, he was Prior of Andaver ; and s Pol-
fefinns were feized into the King’s Hands ; alchough he’ was the King'sSubje&, born
*in’ ‘Gafcoin, ‘within the - King's ‘Allegiance : . Upon this, the King, of bis fpecial
- Grdzé, commanded his Efcheater to.make Reflitution ; and yet the jgudges declared,
. The King had no Rightto feize. So wasit done, in the Cafe-of Reniger and Fogafa,
in the Commentaries, p. a0, Only, no meation is made of the King’s fpecial Grace. -
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